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MAYOR'S MESSHGE

It's been a hard Winter up here, but Spring has finally
sprung. The bulbs are nosing their way through the
earth and there will soon be blossoms on the trees.

Many people say that there is nothing for young people |l Alison Breliford
to do in the Valley, but as | look back on my year as Mayor at this springtime, | re-
member the many young people that | have seen getting involved with their commu-
nity. The Tennis Club, Junior Fox and Park Steels junior teams, Pentaqua Swim-
ming, Cricket Club and the Rugby Club offer superb training, not just in the sports
themselves, but also to work as a team. We're still proud that we planted 500 native
trees in 50 minutes at the Rugby Field in December — deep roots on these beautiful
hills. The Rainbows, Beavers, Brownies, Cubs, Guides and Scouts offer something a
little bit different; the boys helped us brilliantly with the Town litter pick in September.
The Youth Centre on Coal Pit Lane puts on numerous activities and then there’s the
Fire Cadets, Steel Valley Beacon Arts, Deepcar Brass Band, amongst other groups
who provide for a wide range of interests.

Many of these groups were represented at the Community Day at the Venue on 28
February. The event was a fantastic success — even bigger and better than last year.
Stocksbridge is a thriving community with lots going on and if you want to find out
what'’s available, many of these have websites, but we can point you in the right di-
rection if you contact us at The ARC/Town Hall in Stocksbridge.

Don't forget that the Town Council has a small grants budget, which can fund prop-
erly constituted groups in the Valley — contact us at the Town Hall for details. And
there’s also our quarterly Citizens’ Award, which we give to a nominated individual
who does something above and beyond for the local community; if you know some-
one like this, do let us know so that we can recognise it.

With Best Wishes,
Alison Brelsford
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COUNCILLORS
CONTACT DETAILS

PARTNERS AND COMMUNITIES TOGETHER (PACT MEETING)

The next Stocksbridge/Deepcar/Rural Areas PACT meeting will be held on Monday,
22nd March at 2.00 p.m. in Stocksbridge Library.

FLYING THE FLAG

You may have noticed the Union Flag is flying at full mast from the Town Hall. A de-
cision was taken by the Town Council, following consultation with the Royal British
legion, to fly the flag at full mast at all times.
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PLANNING ISSUES—REPORT BY CLLR. DAN LYONS

The Town Council normally submits comments on key local planning applications to Sheffield City Council, who
make the decisions. However, the proposed windfarm at Sheephouse Heights is within Barnsley, and that Council
refused the application 12 votes to 8 in December.

Also in December, we objected to a submission to build two houses off Vaughton Hill, due to concerns over safe
access to the proposed dwellings, flood risk and unwelcome back garden development. Worries over dangerous
access to another building proposal at Newton Avenue also prompted us to object. We were surprised to be told
by developer Mark Dransfield at the December Town Council that the retail development was now dependent on
approval for a controversial large housing development further down the valley. This condition had not previously
been stated.

The Town Council has asked Sheffield planners to look very carefully at two proposed Green Belt developments at
Green Farm and Bank Lane. We felt another Green Belt application at Bank Cottage, Bolsterstone would be out
of keeping with the local character and cause overlooking of neighbouring property, and objected accordingly. Our
representations have also led to time limits on illuminated signs at McColls garage to control light pollution affect-
ing nearby residents.

In February we repeated our objections to the inclusion of a pharmacy within the proposed new retail develop-
ment, as we are keen to preserve the vitality of the existing town centre. We also conveyed our concerns about a
proposal for a temporary dwelling at Machin Bank Farm, which we felt breached policies to protect the Green Belt.
At Ewden Valley, we have finally badgered the City Council to start taking action to remove unauthorised struc-
tures near the junction of Race Lane and New Mill Bank, which have been eyesores in the Green Belt. Staying in
Ewden, we were pleased that the City Council listened to our objections regarding a proposed car park in an area
of Green Belt woodland that had previously been damaged without prior authorisation.

CAROLS ON THE GREEN

The Town Council are hoping to work in partnership with Corus to host the Carols on the Green event in Decem-
ber 2010. Christmas may seem like a long way off but the Town Council wish to set the ball rolling early in order
to ensure the event is well catered for. Any community group or organisation who may wish to participate in any
way can contact the office for further details.

GRANTS

Each year the Town Council award grants to many projects to assist local groups in the area. Any group which
holds a constitution and serves the residents of Stocksbridge, Deepcar and Bolsterstone is eligible for a grant.

One group which have benefited this year is the Don Valley Railway group. They have taken office space in the
Town Hall ARC building and have received a grant from the town Council to cover the first 12 months rent.

Any group wishing to apply for a grant needs to send a letter of application, stating how much is being applied for,
what the funding is for and an indication of other sources of funding obtained/applied for, together with a copy of
the group’s constitution and latest set of accounts. Further details can be obtained from the office.

Office Space 1 Office space is available to rent at competitive rates in
the Town Hall The ARC, Manchester Road, Stocksbridge i please contact
the Town Council office for details




