
 

 

Another newsletter, another sporting success for the Valley.  
This time, congratulations go to Stocksbridge Cricket Club, 
for the under 13ôs, who won their league and the mens 
team, who won the recent 20/20 competition.  Thatôs not to 
forget that at time of writing Stocksbridge Park Steels F.C. 

are at the top of the Unibond League. 

It has been a busy few months as usual for the time of year.  A few highlights for me were 
Bolsterstone Village Fayre at the beginning of July, which was one of the best attended in 
recent memory.  Then there was judging for the In Bloom competition, which went well de-
spite the very wet weather.  Then I represented Stockbridgeðand Sheffieldðat the Yorkshire 
Day celebrations in Malton on 1st August.  The weather was bad, but the whole Town 
seemed to come out to cheer on the parade.  On 4th August I attended my first ever football 
matchðto see Stocksbridge Park Steels beat Sheffield United 4-0 at Bracken Moor.  It was a 
great evening, with a fantastic family atmosphere and some really skilful football from the 
Steels.  Then to round off the Summer, St Maryôs Church in Bolsterstone held its Flower Fes-

tival, making the Church and village square look magical. 

Looking forward, work presses ahead with the various developments in the Town and I am 
taking a personal interest, as Mayor, in making sure that we get the best from these for the 

Town and its residents.  

Best Wishes, Cllr. Alison Brelsford 
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STOCKSBRIDGE IN BLOOM  

CONGRATULATIONS ˿ ®¹̃¸d¸®±»ª·d¬®±¹d 

Summer judging took place on 29th July 2009ða very wet day.  Judges were impressed 
with the number of window posters on show along the route backing ôValley in Bloomô, par-
ticularly from the residents of Helliwell Court.  Thank you to St Johnôs Church, Deepcar for 
the continued free use of their premises as a base to meet the judges and set up our exhibi-
tion and to The Lunch Box for the lunch provided.  Everyone worked extremely hard on the 
run-up to judging day with litter picks and clean-ups along the route and a community day 
held in conjunction with Steel Valley Project involving students from Stocksbridge High 

School to improve the environment in Pot House Woodð many thanks to those all involved. 

The raised beds in front of the Library area are now getting established and lots of positive 
comments have been received with respect to the planting themes, however, we welcome 

any good ideas and input on what you would like to see.   

Results of the Valley In Bloom competitions were announced at a special awards ceremony 
held at The Venue on 15th September with winners receiving a £50 voucher and specially 

engraved trophy. 

Finally, we wish to extend a very sincere thank you to all our helpers and supporters, in 
whatever capacity you participated, your input is very welcome and much appreciated by the 

In Bloom Group members.  Volunteers are always welcome!! 



Twenty years of The Steel Valley Project  

and Stocksbridge Town Council working  

Itôs twenty years since the Steel Valley Project, (SVP) was established in 1988. Since then it has 
gone from strength to strength, winning awards, being used as an example of best practice as 
well as raising a lot of money to improve the environment of Stocksbridge. 

The SVP works with its partners, including Stocksbridge Town Council, to help local communities; 
care for, enjoy and understand the local environment for the benefit of people and wildlife. 

This is achieved by working with landowners and partners to: 

¶ Manage a variety of habitats for the benefit of wildlife, people, heritage and landscape. 

¶ Encourage access to open green spaces and the wider countryside 

¶ Deliver environmental education and interpretation programmes to local schools and the wider popu   
 lation. 

¶ Provide support, advice, training and supervision to volunteers, trainees and community groups in 
countryside management, conservation and other skills by working on real local environmental pro-

jects. 

Working with Stocksbridge Town Council, and other partners, the SVP has raised more than 
£900,000 over the last five years to deliver environmental projects and events in Stocksbridge and 
surrounding communities. £230,000 was generated last year alone.   

The last year has seen a lot of 
hard work from the staff and 
volunteers working with the 
SVP.  

Volunteers put in more than 
3,000 hours to help care for 
Stocksbridge green spaces like 
New Hall, Pot House and Fox 
Glen woods with the support of 
Sheffield City Councils Trees 
and Woodlands Team. 

   

They also managed open 
spaces like Parsonage Farm 
and Townend Common Nature 
Reserve, with funds from the 
Coalfield Heathland Project.  

The SVP has  been working 
with Sheffieldôs Public Right of 
Way Unit to keep open and im-
prove key footpaths and access 
land in and around Stocks-
bridge.     

Clearing fallen trees in Fox Glen 

Volunteers admire their  new  path to the 
play ground, Cross Lane 

Managing Townend Common Nature Reserve 


