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Firstly my congratulations to Mary (see below) on her visit to West-
minster and No.10. Much deserved recognition for the hard work and
dedication that Mary does for the Valley. i

Developments on both the Corus site and Station Road, Deepcar
have suffered some setbacks in getting approval. | am sure it is right
that these massive developments are properly scrutinized and agreed. | ‘ Cilr. Alan Law ‘
am sure many of you are frustrated, as | am, with the lack of progress being made on the cleaning up
of the old Garden Centre site on Hollin Busk. After some laborious enforcement work, | do believe we
are now at the point of getting the area back to its former glory, and look forward to this within the next
few weeks.

As | write, the work on Vaughton Hill has been completed. Hopefully the work has not caused difficult
problems for residents, and drivers, and the necessary improvements to the quality of water etc., were
worth the inconvenience.

Lastly, to comment on the new Children’s Centre. It is proving to be a great success and a valuable
asset to the Valley. Many thanks to all the local people who have made this dream into a great real-
ity. Best Wishes, Alan Law

TRIP OF A LIFETIME FOR CLLR. MARY KAYE
No.10 DOWNING STREET

Mary was trying on the ring and admiring the new car that had fallen out of the Christmas
crackers, when the letter box rattled—on the mat was an invitation to Westminster and
No.10 Downing Street.

Mary was one of around 150 voluntary workers asked to attend by Prime Minister Gordon
Brown. Angela Smith MP gave up her time to show Mary the insides of Westminster and
Portcullis House. Mary then attended No.10 where she met various dignitaries. The
whole experience was both enlightening and enjoyable.

Clir. Mary Kaye has been rewarded for her outstanding service to the comm
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PLANNING ISSUES | REPORT BY CLLR. DAN LY ONS

Planning decisions are made by Sheffield City Council (SCC), who are legally bound to consult Stocksbridge Town Coun-
cil on applications in the town. Our democratic mandate should mean our views are taken particularly seriously, but our
comments must relate to legally-defined planning considerations to have any impact.

We focus on applications with the greatest potential impact in the local area and significant neighbourhood comments,
such as back garden development, development in green belt and open space, and the proposed major developments at
Deepcar and the former works behind the Town Hall.

In November we raised objections to plans for two houses in the curtilage of 117 Manchester Road because of concerns
about access/egress and back garden development. We also told SCC of our concerns that a planned temporary building
on farmland at Machin Lane should not become permanent. The following month we asked SCC to look into a potential
problem with a right of way affected by a proposed development at 166 Manchester Road.

Back in May 08 we objected to the proposed 408-house development off Station Road, Deepcar because too many
houses were crammed into the area, there were no community facilities and insufficient infrastructure such as public
transport, and major problems with accessing the site. Reflecting local concerns, we also complained that the developers
had cleared the site, including destroying wildlife habitats, before permission was granted. Thankfully, SCC took on board
our objections and decided in January to refuse the application. We hope any new application for that site is a huge im-
provement. We are also working to achieve big improvements in the proposed major retail development, to safeguard a
future rail link and walking routes, plus improve its integration with the existing town centre and enhance the design of the
development.

The Town Council has al so -lnbyjeed @ dat ot idheolpd odopleads 66a
mined to protect our local Green Belt. We are also pushing SCC to force the owner to clear the current derelict site and
make it safe. Enforcement of planning decisions and laws is often neglected and so we are putting pressure on SCC -
Ewden Valley being a major focus recently.

LOCATION OF SANDBAGS STOCKSBRIDGE FLYER

As part of the emergency procedures of Sheffield City Council
the Town Council have agreed to store empty sandbags for use
in the event of further flooding occurring in the area. Empty
sandbags will be located at the Town Hall The ARC, and can
be collected by local residents from the Town Council office
between 10am and 2pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Empty sandbags will also be available at other locations within
the Valley should provision be required in in times of an emer-
gency. If an emergency situation arises and empty sandbags As from 1st April 2009 the Stocksbridge Flyer will
are required please contact a local Councillor for details of sites || [| € changing its livery to Blue as per the photo.

open to access the bags. This service is operated by Sheffield Community

Transport. Bookings can be made by contacting
Residents will be responsible for filling the bags themselves. 0114 2766148.

STOCKSBRIDGE IN BLOOM | REPORT BY CLLR. MARY KAYE

The Group has been busy planting up beds and containers with Spring flowering bulbs. The smaller hanging baskets have
been taken down to be replanted and new plants have been ordered ready for Summer showing.

Some members of the Group went to the Pavilions at Harrogate for a planting and judging Seminar. A series of workshops
were held where members of various groups pooled ideas and explained how they had overcome certain difficulties. The
day was very informative and enjoyable with everyone coming away with a bit more knowledge then they went with.




